[llustrative Ecosystem
Services

Supporting services
»  Nutrient cycling

»  Net primary
production

» Pollination and seed
dispersal

» Hydrologic cycle

Regulating services
»  Climate regulation

»  Disturbance
regulation

»  Water regulation
»  Nutrient regulation

Provisioning services
»  Water supply

» Food
» Raw materials

Cultural services
» Recreation

»  Aesthetic
»  Spiritual and historic

Source: Millennium Ecosystem
Assessment 2005.
http://www.millenniumassessment.or
g/en/index.aspx
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Ecosystem services are gaining attention among academics, leading NGOs,
and government officials around the world. Yet much of the ongoing work
remains in a research or exploratory phase.

The question for businesses is whether, how, and on what timeframe
ecosystem services may gain traction among key stakeholders,
government officials, and/or regulators.

In response, BSR'’s Environmental Services, Tools, & Markets \Working
Group has been tracking significant policy developments and signals related
to government engagement with ecosystem services.

This report lays out key 2009 developments and important ongoing
efforts in the policy realm, ranging from new regulations in select
geographic areas through administrative decisions and voluntary initiatives
that could influence legislative and regulatory policy around ecosystem
services. Through a series of tables, the report answers key questions
including:

» Are there new ecosystem-service-focused government policies and
legislation/regulation? If so, what and where?

» Are there existing or emerging government-supported, voluntary- and
incentive-based initiatives that center on ecosystem services? If so,
what and where?

» Are there key government- and/or multilateral-organization-issued
reports that focus on ecosystem services that could signal a change in
the future approach of regulation? If so, what reports?

» Are there ecosystem-services-based, nongovernmental voluntary
initiatives that appear to be influencing (or likely to influence)
policymakers?

The current “state of play” reveals a growing number of government-
supported ecosystem services initiatives around the world. Both these
efforts as well as an expanding body of government reports and
recommendations indicate a “mainstreaming” of ecosystem services
concepts and could signal a change in the future approach to regulation.

While the trends are still emerging, it appears there will be a shift in
the coming years toward a systems-based approach to environmental
issues that includes consideration of ecosystem services. The
following tables detail the current state of play for 2009 by region.


http://www.bsr.org/consulting/working-groups/environmental-markets.cfm
http://www.bsr.org/consulting/working-groups/environmental-markets.cfm

Government policy
and
legislation/regulation

Government policy
and
legislation/regulation

Government
administrative
decisions

Government
administrative
decisions

Government-

supported voluntary or

incentive-based
initiatives

United States:

Food, Conservation,
and Energy Act of
2008 (Farm Bill)

United States:

Oregon Senate bill
513

United States:

Department of
Agriculture’s
(USDA)

Office of Ecosystem
Services and
Markets

United States:

Environmental
Protection Agency’s
(EPA) Office of
Research and
Development
(ORD)

United States:

Virginia Dept. of
Forestry Ecosystem
Services Initiative

Section 2709 of the conservation title requires the secretary
of agriculture, in consultation with other agencies and
interests, to "establish technical guidelines that measure
the environmental services benefits from conservation
and land-management activities." These guidelines will be
used in the development of measurement and reporting
protocols and registries.

Legislation designed to establish a framework for
rewarding landowners who preserve and improve a
range of ecosystem services. Under the bill, a newly
formed work group will have one year to develop policy
recommendations for the 2011 legislature.

Established a new USDA Office of Ecosystem Services
and Markets and a U.S. government-wide Conservation
and Land Management Environmental Services Board
“to assist the secretary of agriculture in the development of
new technical guidelines and science-based methods to
assess environmental service benefits, which will in turn
promote markets for ecosystem services, including carbon
trading to mitigate climate change.”

Focus on ecosystem services research that “is
transforming the way we account for the type, quality, and
magnitude of nature's goods and services so that they can
be considered in environmental management decisions.
The research is providing the data, methods, models, and
tools needed by states, communities, and tribes to
understand the cost and benefits of using ecosystem
services.”

Vision is for users to develop an "ecosystem services
portfolio" for various ecosystem services provided by a
tract of land.
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www.fs.fed.us/ecosystemservices/Farm_Bill/index.sht
ml

www.leg.state.or.us/09reg/measures/sb0500.dir/sb051
3.en.html

www.usda.gov/wps/portal/!lut/p/ s.7 0 _A/7_0 _2KD?co
ntentidonly=true&contentid=2008/12/0307.xml

www.fs.fed.us/ecosystemservices/

www.epa.gov/ecology/

www.fs.fed.us/ecosystemservices/



http://www.fs.fed.us/ecosystemservices/Farm_Bill/index.shtml
http://www.fs.fed.us/ecosystemservices/Farm_Bill/index.shtml
http://www.leg.state.or.us/09reg/measures/sb0500.dir/sb0513.en.html
http://www.leg.state.or.us/09reg/measures/sb0500.dir/sb0513.en.html
http://www.fs.fed.us/ecosystemservices/
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http://www.csrees.usda.gov/fo/enhancingecosystemservicesafri.cfm
http://www.csrees.usda.gov/fo/enhancingecosystemservicesafri.cfm
http://www.whiteriverpartnership.org/index.php/news/northern-forest-watershed-services-project
http://www.whiteriverpartnership.org/index.php/news/northern-forest-watershed-services-project
http://www.epa.gov/ORD/esrp/pdfs/ESRP-CRADA-Brochure.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/ORD/esrp/pdfs/ESRP-CRADA-Brochure.pdf
http://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/WebBOARD/ValProtEcolSys&Serv?OpenDocument
http://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/WebBOARD/ValProtEcolSys&Serv?OpenDocument

BSR | 2009 State of Global Ecosystem Services Policy Developments 4


http://www.ecotrust.org/ecosystemservices/Old%20Growth_Bettina%20chapter.pdf
http://www.ecotrust.org/ecosystemservices/Old%20Growth_Bettina%20chapter.pdf
http://www.farmland.org/programs/environment/issues/ecosystems-services.asp
http://www.farmland.org/programs/environment/issues/ecosystems-services.asp
http://www.willamettepartnership.org/
http://walker-foundation.org/net/org/project.aspx?s=76840.0.69.5316&projectid=76840
http://walker-foundation.org/net/org/project.aspx?s=76840.0.69.5316&projectid=76840
http://walker-foundation.org/net/org/project.aspx?s=76840.0.69.5316&projectid=76840

Policy or Report | Summary
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http://www.nerc.ac.uk/research/programmes/espa/
http://www.easac.eu/document.asp?id=90&pageno=1&detail=1&parent=31
http://www.easac.eu/document.asp?id=90&pageno=1&detail=1&parent=31
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/economics/pdf/teeb_report.pdf
http://www.unep.org/greeneconomy/index2.asp?id=teeb
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?node=24015&lan=en
http://www.ecosystemservices.org.uk/

Latin America

Policy or Report | Summary
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http://www.humboldt.org.co/
http://www.conservation.org/
http://www.worldwildlife.org/
http://www.minambiente.gov.co/
http://www.minambiente.gov.co/
http://www.naturalcapitalproject.org/nasca.html
http://www.fonafifo.com/paginas_english/environmental_services/servicios_ambientales.htm
http://www.fonafifo.com/paginas_english/environmental_services/servicios_ambientales.htm
http://www.senplades.gov.ec/
http://www.naturalcapitalproject.org/nasca.html
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http://www.katoombagroup.org/documents/newsletters/sea/sa_edition3en.htm#project2
http://www.katoombagroup.org/documents/newsletters/sea/sa_edition3en.htm#project2
http://www.naturalcapitalproject.org/nasca.html
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03014797
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=PublicationURL&_tockey=%23TOC%236871%232009%23999099997%23712094%23FLA%23&_cdi=6871&_pubType=J&view=c&_auth=y&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=c0779230cf2b1a3b7a03e1efce48b663
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/main?pagePK=64193027&piPK=64187937&theSitePK=523679&menuPK=64187510&searchMenuPK=64187283&siteName=WDS&entityID=000333037_20081125224142
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/main?pagePK=64193027&piPK=64187937&theSitePK=523679&menuPK=64187510&searchMenuPK=64187283&siteName=WDS&entityID=000333037_20081125224142
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/main?pagePK=64193027&piPK=64187937&theSitePK=523679&menuPK=64187510&searchMenuPK=64187283&siteName=WDS&entityID=000333037_20081125224142
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/main?pagePK=64193027&piPK=64187937&theSitePK=523679&menuPK=64187510&searchMenuPK=64187283&siteName=WDS&entityID=000333037_20081125224142
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/main?pagePK=64193027&piPK=64187937&theSitePK=523679&menuPK=64187510&searchMenuPK=64187283&siteName=WDS&entityID=000333037_20081125224142

Asia and Australia

Government policy China China’s central and local governments are increasing the www.forest-
and use of innovative policies and programs, a number of which  trends.org/publication_details.php?publicationID=2317
legislation/regulation relate to “eco-compensation” and ecosystem services,

including: Conversion of Cropland to Forests and
Grasslands Program, Forest Ecosystem Compensation
Fund, the “Four Wastelands Policy,” and others.

Government policy Vietham: Payments for Forest Environmental Services: Policy aimsto ~ www.gms-
and Pilot Policy 380 “socialize” forest protection and development and improve eoc.org/Event/docs/PES/VietNamPFESPolicy-
legislation/regulation livelihoods of forestry laborers; identification of two target NguyenTuanPhu.pdf

groups of “payers for forest environmental services.”
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http://www.gms-eoc.org/Event/docs/PES/VietNamPFESPolicy-NguyenTuanPhu.pdf
http://www.gms-eoc.org/Event/docs/PES/VietNamPFESPolicy-NguyenTuanPhu.pdf
http://www.gms-eoc.org/Event/docs/PES/VietNamPFESPolicy-NguyenTuanPhu.pdf
http://www.glp.hokudai.ac.jp/ecosmag/background.htm
http://www.pnas.org/content/105/28/9489.full
http://www.cbd.int/doc/external/iucn/iucn-ecosystem-approach-en.pdf
http://www.cbd.int/doc/external/iucn/iucn-ecosystem-approach-en.pdf
http://www.jalter.org/modules/about/index.php
http://www.biodic.go.jp/gbm/gbon/PDF/0722/a.m/2/Dr.Ohte.pdf
http://www.biodic.go.jp/gbm/gbon/PDF/0722/a.m/2/Dr.Ohte.pdf

Africa
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http://www.katoombagroup.org/regions/africa/documents/TanzaniaInventory_7-06.pdf
http://www.katoombagroup.org/regions/africa/documents/TanzaniaInventory_7-06.pdf
http://www.unpei.org/programmes/country_profiles/tanzania.asp
http://www.unpei.org/programmes/country_profiles/tanzania.asp

United Nations

UN Documents
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http://www.unep.org/ecosystemmanagement/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=gbPVsoUCp-E%3d&tabid=311&mid=670&language=en-US
http://www.unep.org/ecosystemmanagement/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=gbPVsoUCp-E%3d&tabid=311&mid=670&language=en-US
http://www.unep.org/ecosystemmanagement/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=gbPVsoUCp-E%3d&tabid=311&mid=670&language=en-US
http://www.iiasa.ac.at/docs/HOTP/2008/Aug08/accra.pdf
http://cmsdata.iucn.org/downloads/iucn_position_paper_eba_june_09_2.pdf
http://cmsdata.iucn.org/downloads/iucn_position_paper_eba_june_09_2.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/09/145&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/09/145&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/09/145&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
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